Of course, there are many cases of obstruction in which the cause is quickly revealed upon exploration, and readily dealt with. It is not to these, however, to which we'refer, but to that even larger group in which it is evident that, however skilful the manipulations, the effect upon the patient is sure to be such as to make his recovery a matter of extreme doubt, if they require more than a very short period for their performance.
The post-operative results of intestinal obstruction leave much to be desired, but the improvement which may be hopefully looked for in the future will be due as much to an improving judgment on the part of the surgeon as to increasing operative dexterity.
